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From: Interim Monitoring Officer  

 
 

STANWIX URBAN – COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW – 

RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 In September Carlisle City Council received a petition requesting a 
Community Governance Review for the Stanwix area of Carlisle.  As 
part of that review the council undertaking the review must consult 
with any other person or body (including a local authority) which 
appears to the council to have an interest in the review.   

1.2 Carlisle City Council has recently written to Cumbria County Council 
asking for their views on the review.  The committee is asked to 
consider their response to this consultation 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 Improved locality working is one of the ways the council is delivering 
on its priorities.  The county council vision, including in the Council 
Plan 2018-23, sets out that it will be “A Council that works with 
residents, businesses, communities and other organisations to deliver 
the best possible services possible with the available resources”.  
Ensuring effective democratic representation and responding to 
consultations is an important part of working with residents and 
communities.   

2.2 There are no direct equality implications arising out of this report.   

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 It is recommended that the committee: 

(i) Considers the proposals set out in the Community Governance 
Review and responds to the request from Carlisle City Council 
for Cumbria County Council’s views on the review. 

 



 

(ii) Delegates to the Monitoring Officer in consultation with the 
Leader and Chair of the Local Committee the responsibility for 
drafting a response to Carlisle City Council setting out the 
Council’s response. 

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 In September 2021 Carlisle City Council received a petition requesting a 
Community Governance Review for the Stanwix area of the city.  The 
petition was addressed to Cumbria County Council but was made to Carlisle 
City Council as the council responsible for undertaking the review. 

4.2 The petition stated “This is a community governance petition to Cumbria 
County Council for a community governance review under the provisions of 
section 80 of the Local Government and Public involvement in Health Act of 
2007 as amended by the Legislative Reform (Community Governance 
Reviews) Order of 2015.  Whiteclosegate and Millcroft roads are currently 
anomalously classed as ‘rural’ but also lie within ‘Stanwix Urban’ division.  
Our proposal is that Whiteclosegate be outside the new petitioned area but 
that Millcroft should lie within.  We propose that residents’ wishes should be 
sought by referendum and in consultation with the ‘Stanwix Rural’ Parish 
Council”.  The petition contained 330 valid local government elector 
signatures which was sufficient to trigger a review of the area. 

4.3 A consultation exercise has been carried out by Carlisle City Council in two 
phases.  The first consultation asked for views from local residents on the 
establishment of a parish council in Stanwix.  The second consultation asked 
further questions particular around the area covered by any new parish 
council in the light of the responses received in phase one.  A summary of 
the consultation responses is set out in Appendix 1 to the letter from Carlisle 
City Council which is referred to in 4.5 below.  Numerically, including 
numbers signing the petition there were more people in support of the 
proposal than against.  In the first stage of the consultation, 460 people were 
in support of the proposal which constitutes just over 10% of the 4,284 
electors.   

4.4 The second phase of the consultation focused particularly on the boundary 
of the proposed parish Council.  An amended boundary was proposed which 
took account of representations from Stanwix Rural Parish Council which 
objected to part of the existing parish being subsumed into the new parish.  
A plan showing the area original consulted upon is attached at Appendix 2 to 
the letter from Carlisle City Council which is referred to in 4.5 below.  A plan 
showing the revised area is attached at Appendix 3 to the letter from Carlisle 
City Council which is referred to in 4.5 below.  Stanwix Rural Parish Council 
do not object to the amended proposal provide that its area is unaffected.  
Additional petitions from some of the occupants of the streets which were 
originally included but are now removed have expressed views that they 
would wish to see their streets included in the new urban parish.  This also 
includes Whiteclosegate which was not part of the area included in the 
original proposals.   

 



 

4.5 As part of the consultation process Carlisle City Council is required to 
consult Cumbria County Council and the letter attached at Appendix 1 has 
been received as part of this consultation process.   

4.6 As set out in that letter the review needs to be considered in the context of 
the current process of local government reorganisation in Cumbria which will 
see the abolition of all existing district councils including Carlisle City 
Council.  Any decision to create a new council for the city of Carlisle would 
need to be the subject of a separate community governance review.   

4.7 Following completion of the current review Carlisle City Council must publish 
its recommendations as a result of the review as to what new parish or 
parishes (if any) should be constituted in the area under review.  If Carlisle 
City Council recommends that a new parish or parishes are created than 
Cumberland Council will be responsible for deciding whether to make an 
order to give effect to the recommendations.   

5.0 OPTIONS 

5.1 The committee could choose not to respond to the consultation, but the 
views of Cumbria County Council would not then be taken into account in the 
formulation of the recommendations coming out of the review.   

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report.   

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 Under s83 Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 
Carlisle City Council was required to undertake a community governance 
review in response to the petition received in September 2021.   

7.2 Under s93 the principal council undertaking the review, in this case Carlisle 
City Council, must consult the local government electors for the area under 
review and any other person (including a local authority) which appears to 
be principal council to have an interest in the review.  This includes Cumbria 
County Council. 

7.3 Following completion of the review Carlisle City Council must publish its 
recommendations as to whether any new parish should be created as a 
result of the review.  If the recommendation is that a new parish should be 
created then it will be for Cumberland Council to determine whether to give 
effect to that recommendation.  



 

 

8.0 CONCLUSION 

8.1 The committee is asked to consider the proposals set out in the community 
governance review and consider its response to the consultation. 

Catherine A. Parkinson 
Interim Monitoring Officer 
 
December 2022 
 
 
  
 
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1:  Letter from Carlisle City Council  
. 
 
Electoral Division: Stanwix Urban 
 

 

Executive Decision Yes  

 

Key Decision  No 

 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?   N/A 

 

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? N/A  

 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 No 

  

 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?   N/A 

   

 

 
 
PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
[including Local Committees] 
 
No previous relevant decisions. 
 
 



 

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny. 
 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers. 
 
 
REPORT AUTHOR 
 
Contact: Liz Morgan, Senior Lawyer, liz.morgan@cumbria.gov.uk  
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